v. be, 7 G at Vat. 


— n 
. * — 0. * * 
- | i) 


E R MON 


2 pREACHED BEFORE 


The Right Honourable the 


LOR DMAYOR 


AND THE 


Court of Aldermen, 


A T THE 


c athedral-Ch urch of 8. Paul ; 


On Wedneſday, September 2. 1730. 
BEING THE 
Anniverſary F as Tr for the Dreadful 
WIS of LONDON 


5 JOHN BANSON, M. 4. Vicar of 8. Bartholomew this Leſs, 
and Chaplain to. the LORD MAYOR. 


LO ND O N. 
Printed by GEORNGR JAMES in Little Britain. 


MDCCXXX. b 


/\ 


' Bxocas Mayor. Martis 80. die Septembr* 1730. Annoque 
| Regni Regis GEORGI1I Secundi, 
Magnæ Britannia, &c. Quarto. 


T is Ordered, That the Thanks of this Court be given to 
the Reverend Mr. Bauſon, for his Sermon preached be- 
fore the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of this 
City, at the Cathedral Church of S. Paul, on Wedneſday 
the Second inſtant, being the Anniverſary Faſt for the 
dreadful Fire which happened in London, in the Year 1666, 


and that he be deſired to print the ſame. : 
FACRSON. 
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To the Right Honourable 


Sir Ricnard Brocas, Knut. 
Lord Mayor of the City of LON DON. 


"_ 
„ 


—B— „ 


My Lord, 

N the Recoption a Performance 
of this nature may meet withal in this cent 
forious and degenerate Age; to whom could 

I fo properly flee for Proteffion, as to Tour Lord- 

fp? who e known Charatter and high Station may 

ain it pn Grp and Favour with the Candid and 
mpartial; though not whally preſerve it from the 

Snarls 105 Cavils of the Poriy — Peewiſb Reader. 

However mean and low the Performance iu itſelf 
may be; yet the Matter, I am ſure, is not beneath 

Your Favour, nor unworthy Tour Protection: For if 

the Honour of God, and the Good of Mankind be 

(as it ought to be) our firſt and chiefef# Care; theu 

certainly that Method, which is moff likely to promote 

them, is moſt worthy our Notice aud Regard. And 
though J am ſenſible Tou fland not in need of any ſuch 

Helps as to Tourſelf 3 yet as others (if not taught) 

may be reminded of their Duty by theſe my Endeavours, 

3 weak and imperfelt; I doubt not but "twill be 

a ſenſible Pleaſure to Tou (as it muſt to every truly 

generous and Chriſtian Temper) to ſee others not only 


poſſeſſed 


* 


DEDICATION. 


eſſed of, but praftifſmg thoſe Graces, with which 
2 — . pd, and plentifully enrich d. 
Should J enter into that large Field of Merit, of 
which Tour Lordſhip is truly poſſeſſed; my Pen as 
ewell as Mind might eafily overflow. If an undiſ- 
ſembled Piety, ſtritt᷑ Juſtice, undaunted Perſeverance 
in Defence of God and Tour Country ; If a due Re- 
gard to the Intereſt of Tour Fellow-Citizens, though 
at the Expence of Tour own, If to be conflant and 
faithful in the Diſcharge of an Office of the higheſt 
Station and Conſequence to the Happmeſs and Satiſ- 
rg all Parties ; If Prudence in Counſels, and - 
Care and Firmneſs in the Execution of them : If theſe, 
I ſay, are commendable Qualities, they all happily unite 
in Tour Lordſhip, and have juſtly rendred Tou both 
the Ornament and Darling of Tour Fellow-Citizens, 
Nothing, My Lord, ſhould have prevailed with me 
td make this Diſcourſe publick, but the Opportunity it 
gives me of acknowledging to the World the Obliga- 
tions I lie under to Jou, for the many Favours and 
particular Friendſhips I have received, and which I 
Hall ever gratefully remember. I am, 


My Lord, 


Your Lordſhip's moſt humble, 
dutiful and obliged 


Chaplain and Servant, 
J. BANSON. 


(1] 


ISAIAH ix. 12, I3. 


His Anger is not turned away, 
but his Hand is ſtretched out ſtill. 
For the People turneth not unto 

him that ſmiteth them, neither do 
they ſeek the Lord of Hoſts. 


ROM the 8th Verſe of this Chapter 
F to the latter End, we find God charg- 

ing the People of Iſrael with many and 
crying Sins: As Pride, Hypocriſy, Impenitency, 
and the like; for which he threatens co viſit 
them with heavy and ſevere Judgments ; that 
he would ſet up the Adverſaries of Rexin againſt 
them, and join their Enemies together ; the Sy- 
rians before, and the Philiſtines behind, and they 
ſhould devour them with open Mouth. Cala- 
mities ſo dreadful (even in the Denunciation) 
that one might reaſonably have concluded, chey 
B would 


(2] 


would have awakened in them a Senſe of their 
Duty, and cauſed them to have turned from 
the Evil of their Doings: But their Hearts were 
fat, their Ears heavy, their Eyes cloſed; they 
would not underſtand, that they might be con- 
verted and healed. Therefore was it, that God 
reſolves to proceed in his Judgments, and to add 
Weight to their Afflictions; becauſe they turned 
not to him that ſmote them, neither ſought they 
the Lord of Hoſts. From which Words we may 
gather theſe two uſeful Obſervations, not unappli- 
Cable to our preſent Meeting, ; 


Firſt, the Intention of Providence in viſiting 
and afflicting his People; vix. to bring them 
back to a Senſe of their Duty, and to reclaim 
them from their evil Ways. : 


Secondly, The Reaſon why God goes on to 
- puniſh us, becauſe we do not reform. There- 
fore his Hand is flretched out flill, becauſe the 
People turneth not to him that ſmiteth them, 
neither do they ſeek the Lord of Hoſts. 


Firff, then, give me leave to lay before you 
the Intentions of Providence, in viſiting his 


People. 


All 
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[3] 

All Temporal Judgments are properly medi- 
cinal; and however diſtaſteful or unpleaſant they 
are to human Nature, yet if we are not want- 
ing to ourſelves, they can't fail of a wholſome 
Operation, and of working in us an effectual 
and perfect Cure. Twas on this Account the 
Royal Prophet reckoned AMictions among the 


Bleſſings of his Life; for before he was afflitted ru. cis. 


(as he himſelf expreſſes it) he went aſtray; but 
from thence it was, that he not only learnt but 


kept God's Statutes, Thus Elihu elegantly deſcribes 
the happy Conſequences of an afflicting Provi- 


dence. If they be bound in Fetters, and be holden Job . 


in Cords of Afiittion : Then he ſendeth them their 
Work, and their Tranſgreſſions that they have ex- 
ceeded. He openeth alſo their Ear to Diſcipline, 
and commandeth that they return from Iniquity. 
And ſhall we, who call ourſelves Chriſtians, and 
boaſt of a more perfect Knowledge of God 
and his Laws than others; ſhall we from Year 
to Year, and from Day to Day conſider him in 
his Viſitatorial Power, commemorate his fear- 
ful Judgments, his bitter, though juſt Diſpen- 
ſations towards us, (as we this Day are more 
particularly called upon to do) and yer always 
calt them behind us, and conſtantly go on to 
provoke him? Do we imagine God's Arm to 


be ſhortened? or conclude we, that thoſe, on 


B 2 whom 


Tit. ii. 14. 


2 Thron. 
xIIiv. 


1 Kings xxi. 


[4] 


whom theſe direful Judgments fell, were Sin- 
ners above all others? I fear not; but that if 
we do not repent, we allo ſhall periſh, For 
God will not depart from the Honour of his 
* though we may forfeit the Benefit of 
is Mercy. Whenever God caſts us into the 
Furnace of Affliction, tis not from a Want of 
Pity or Compaſſion in him, but to call us back 
to our Duty, and to purify us unto himſelf a 
peculiar People, zealous of good Works. This 


Moſes declares to be the chief End of God's. 


ſevere Dealings with the Children of Iſrael; that 
he might humble them, and prove them, that 
their Hearts might not be lifted up, nor they 
through Proſperiry be tempted to forget God. 
As therefore Miſery cometh not forth from 
the Duſt, nor Affliction ſpringeth out of the 
Ground, but where there is any Evil, it cometh 
from God; ſo it is no leſs evident, that it is 
our Good he aims at, and that we then beſt pur- 
ſue his Intendments, when we break off our Sins 
by Righteouſneſs. Tis for this End that God 
hath appointed the Rod, and happy are the 

that hear it. Twas this happy and humble 
Temper, that gave Acceſs to the Prayer of Fofiab ; 
that reſpited the ſevere Sentence denounced againſt 
Ahab; and which alone will be of Service to 
ourſelves, when under Trouble or Affliction. 


God 
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God rarely ſtrikes till he has frequently fore- 


warned us: He ſometimes threatens, that he 


may reſtrain our inbred Corruption, weaken the 
Power, and abate the Pride of the Old Man: 
But where theſe gentle Means prove ineffectual, 
there tis but juſt and kind that he ſhould vindi- 
cate his abuſed Mercy, and pour out a hotter Por- 
tion of his Diſpleaſure upon us. Thus God 
dealt with Manaſeh; he — to him, and his 
People, but they would not hear; wherefore the 


Lord raiſed up the Hoſt of the Aſſyrians, which - 


carried them into Captivity. And when he was 
bound im Fetters, and was in Affliftion, he beſought 
the Lord, as the Text expreſſes it, and was greatly 
humbled : From whence we learn God's Deſigns 
in his Viſitations, and our Duty: That as in 
all his Diſpenſations, tis our Intereſt and Good 
he aims at; fo 'tis our Duty patiently to ſub- 
mitt to them, and carefully to improve and be- 
come better by them. Every Judgment that 
befalls us, is an Indication of God's Diſpleaſure 
againſt Sin; and we ſhould look on all AMicti- 
on, as a Monitor to warn us of our Doings, 
and call us back to our Duty. Whilſt in Eaſe 
and Plenty, free from Trouble and Misfortune, 
we are apt to be lifted up, and forget God 
ready to conclude, what we enjoy, to be the 
Reward of our own Merit, the Effect of our 

OWn 


Gen, xlii, 


Judges i. 


LET: 
own Forecaſt and Induſtry ; little conſidering” 
tis God that giveth us Power to get Wealth, 
that bleſſeth us with Increaſe, and giveth us all 
manner of Store; that tis he that can fave, and 
can deſtroy ; that bringeth down, and lifteth up; 
till awaken'd by Change of Fortune, and made 


ſenſible of the Weakneſs of human Power, and 
the Folly of depending on any thing ſo un- 


certain as the Poſſeſſions and Enjoyments of this 
Life, by the Storms and — * of adverſe 
Fortune. Tis theſe, as a Candle, ſhew us the 


Error of our Lives, and make us to poſſeſs the 


Iniquity of our Days. Thus Foſeph's Brethren, 
when in Trouble in Egypt, (though perhaps 
they had never before one unquiet Thought for 
their unkind and unjuſt Uſage of their Brother) 
could cry out; verily we are guilty, and. his 
Blood is required of us. The Sting of their Pu- 
niſhment raiſed in them a Senſe of their Sin. 


So did it likewiſe in Adonibezek, who being van- 


quiſhed by the Iſraelites, ſuffer'd the ſame inhuman 
Treatment he had offer'd ro Threeſcore and Ten 
Kings. As have done, faith he, ſo God hath 
requited me. A Man muſt be deprived not only 
of all Means of Grace, but even of the Light 
of Nature, and Uſe of Reaſon; that does not 
recoil and look back upon himſelf, when under 
the afflicting Hand of Providence. It naturally 


diſpoſes 


(F] 


diſpoſes Men to a Seriouſneſs of Mind, and 
creates .in them a fit Frame and Temper for Re- 
pentance; it awakens them, by what they en- 
dure at preſent, into Conſiderations of Futurity : 
That it Temporal Evils are fo grievous and irk- 
ſome, how in ſupportable muſt be the Pangs of 
Ecernal Torments? If we in the Day of God's 


Grace and Patience are ſo afflicted, what ma 


we expect in the Day of Vengeance? If theſe 
Marks of his Wrath which falls upon Sinners in 
this Life, fill them with ſo much Horror and 
Anguiſh; how deplorably Wretched muſt ſuch 
be, when the full Vials, and the fierceſt of God's 
Anger come to be poured out upon them? 
Thus we find in the Parable in the Goſpel, the 
Providence of God made Uſe of Hunger and 
Want, to bring home the Prodigal ; and in 
him, I fear, is ſhadowed out the Temper of moſt 
of us: That we are ever unwilling to lay hold 
of Mercy, till ready to periſh. Which leads me 
to | 


Second Obſervation, wiz. the Reaſon why God 
goes on to puniſh us, becauſe we do not re» 


form, G c. 


Many are the Declarations of Holy Writ to 
confirm this Truth. If we view the State of 


the 


Gen. vi. 3. 


Pal. xcv-. 11. 


Exod. ix. 
and x. 


[83] 
the World before the Flood, we ſhall find God 
declaring, that his Spirit ſhould not always ſtrive 
with Man; but if there was no Repentance, he 
would deſtroy them. To the ſame Purpoſe do 
we find David in the Perſon of God ſpeaking 
of the Rebellious Iſraelites; who becauſe they 
hardened their Hearts, tempted and grieved God, 
and went on to provoke him; therefore he ſcuare 
in his Wrath, they ſhould not enter into his Reſt. 
When Men neglect and refuſe the Tenders and 


Offers of God, fight againſt his Holy Spirit, 


and weary him out with their Iniquities, (not- 
withſtanding the many Methods he uſes to bring 
them to himſelf) when the Meaſure of their Ini- 
quity is filled up, and they are grown ripe for Ven- 
es then it pleaſes God wholly to withdraw 

is Grace from them, and ſeal them up to ever- 
laſting Deſtruction. And though, for Reaſons 
beſt known to himſelf, he may ſuffer them to 
live; yet tis certain, he continues not to them 
the Aſſiſtance of his Spirit. This is evident in 
the Cale of Pharaoh; in the beginning of God's 
Judgments upon him, tis ſaid, that Pharaoh 
would not hearken unto them; but as he went 
on to reſiſt the further Manifeſtations of God's 
Power, tis ſaid that God hardened him, that he 
might make his Power to be known: Intima- 


ting thereby, that in the regular and ordinary 
| Methods 
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[9] 


Methods of Providence, God's Grace is with- 
drawn in w to Mens Neglect of it, till 
they may be utterly deprived of it. To this Pur- 
poſe is that of Solomon, where ſpeaking of the De- 


ſtruction of hardened Sinners, he firſt ſets forth the 


Grace of God, ready to aſſiſt ſuch as ſhould turn 
at his Reproof, That he would pour out his Spirit 
upon them, and make known to them his Words; but 
if they ſhould continue obſtinate, and rebelliouſly 


ſet at nought his Counſels, and would have none of 


his Reproofs, he would laugh at their Calamity, and 
mock when their Fear was upon them. And tis 
but reaſonable for us to believe, that if we will 
not improve the Offers of God's Grace to our 
own Advantage, we ſhall experience his Anger 
and juſtice to our eternal Confuſion. Every Sin 
we are guilty of, is an Offence againſt God, as tis 
a Violation of his Law; but the more we are 
guilty of, and the longer we continue in them, 
the more do we provoke God againſt us; and 
the leſs Reaſon we have to rely on, or hope for 
his Mercy and Favour; which ſhould be a Memento 
for us, not to treſpaſs too long upon, or abuſc 
the Patience and Forbearance of God; but that 


we ſhould timely bethink ourſelves, and conſider 


thoſe Things that belong to our Peace; We eſpe- 
cially, who would be thought to humble ourſelves 
this Day before God; that ſo our preſent Meet- 

N C ing 


[10] 
ing may not be in vain. Many are the Means 
which the All-merciful Being hath made uſe of 
heretofore, to bring this City or Nation (to which 
we belong) to himſelf. Such as Foreign and In- 
teſtine Wars, the Peſtilence, and that melancho- 
ly and dreadful Accident, which occaſions our pre- 
ſent Coming together; Afflictions, not beyond the 
Knowledge and Memory of ſome perhaps preſent, 
but I am ſure Facts queſtion d by none: Af- 
flictions, the Senſe of which, one would have ima- 
gined, might have out- lv d the Suffering of them. 
But I fear, ſhould we examine what Fruits they have 
brought forth in us, we ſhould be as thoſe of Je- 
ruſalem, who inſtead of fearing God, or receiving 
Inſtructions by his Puniſhments, have only gone 
on to provoke him. For a Proof of this, I need 
not 90 far back, nor recal to your Minds paſt 
Accidents; our own Times, I fear (without the 
help of a Decypherer) exhibits to us fair and legi- 
ble Characters of God's Diſpleaſure towards us. 
What ſhall we eſteem thoſe Factions and Divi- 
ſions amongſt us, inſomuch that a Man may al- 
moſt truly lay, 4 Man's Foes are they of his own 
Houſbold; the Father againſt the Son, the Son againſt 
the Father? but the Effects of that Immorality and 
Prophanenels, that is not only ſuffer d, but rides tri- 
umphant among us; the Declenſion of the Glory 
of this Church, which was once the Admiration 


and 
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[IT ] 
and Envy of all the World; that ſhe is become 
like 4 Lodge in a Garden of Cucumbers, hedged round 
wich the Impudence of Atheiſm, the Helliſh Con- 
trivances of Popery, the Inſolence and Turbu- 
lency of Presbytery and Faction; all which flow 
in upon her, and diſtreſs her. Surely it cannot be 
for any ſmall Matter, that God doth thus viſit us; 
tis, I fear, becauſe we are not ſenſible of the Evil 
of our Doings, nor turn unto him that ſmiteth us. 
Norrichſlanding our Poverty at Home, the Decay 
and Loſs of Trade, the fluctuating State of our 
Affairs Abroad, which are ſo many Witneſſes of 
God's Diſpleaſure againſt us; yet we ſee Wickedneſs 
flowing in upon us like a mighty Deluge. And is 
this.che Way to avert God's Judgments, and to ap- 
peaſe the Wrath of the moſt High: To live in 
filthy and abominable Luſts, ro prophane the 
Name of God by horrid Oaths and Imprecations, 
to turn the Word of God into a Lye, and the 
moſt ſerious Parts of Religion into Buffoonry 2 
No ſurely, this is not turning to God, ſo as he 
will be found of us, unleſs to add ſtill Seven 
Times more Evil; and yet theſe Sins (monſtrous 
and abſurd as they are in their own Nature) are 


become the Faſhion of the Times, and looked 


upon as the Wir and Gallantry of the Age. And 
ſhall not God viſit for theſe Things? Shall not 
his Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this? Yes, 

CZ he 


[12 ] 

he hath, he doth, and will {till viſit. There can 
be no ſurer Preſage of our Ruin, than not to be 
reformed by the Judgments of God. And to whar 
can this Corruption both of Principles and Prac- 
tice be owing, but to the Avarice and Ambi- 
tion of many, the Lukewarmneſs and Indiffe- 
rency of others in the Proſecution of their Duty, 
and the Political Views and Confiderations of 
ſome, who keep themſelves in Reſerve; and are 
ready to play any Game that may offer, and de- 
termine to make every Thing give way to their 
worldly Intereſt > When Men are reſolved to be 
great and opulent, rather than good and vertuous, 
every thing then mult be ſer aſide, which inter- 
feres with, or is oppoſite to their worldly Views; 
and even Religion itſelf be taught to ſpeak their 
own Language, and to be rurned into any Shape 
to ſerve their Secular Purpoſes. He is the fitteſt 
Perſon for them, who can conform to their Tem- 
pers, who will propheſy ſmooth things, that dawhbs 
with untempered Mortar, and calls Evil Good, and 
Good Exil; whilſt he who cannot thus temporize, 
but pays a ſtrict Regard to Truth, Honeſty and 
Juſtice, is ſure to fall under their Diſpleaſure. 
Neither is the Indifferent or Idle Perſon leſs 
an Enemy to God and Goodneſs, than the Co- 
vetous or Ambitious. If a Negative Goodneſs 
be ſufficient; that Objurgation of the Lord yo 
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[13] | 
the Vineyard, Why ſtand ye here idle, would 
have been improper. He that ſtands Neuter, 
or is indifferent in any Caſe, wherein the Cauſe 
of God, or the Good of his Country calls for his 
Aſſiſtance, not only betrays a great Meanneſs of 
Spirit, but becomes a real Enemy. For he (as 
our Saviour fays) that is not with me, is againſt 
me. And we read that the Inhabitants of Meroz 
were curſed bitterly, becauſe they came not to the 


Help of the Lord againſt the Mighty : S. Fohn the Judges wii 


Baptiſt, had he ſaid nothing of Herod's inceſtuous 
Marriage, might have faved his Head; would 
| Mordecai have bowed the Knee to that Prime Mi- 
niſter Haman, he might have received Favour from 
him, and the King. To be filent, when God's 
Glory, or a general Good ſuffers, is to be Acceſſory 
to the Evil that may enſue. The Apoſtles, who 
wandered about in Sheepskins, and Goatskins, no 
doubt, might have met with better Fare, had they 
been content with this Negative Kind of Good- 
neſs; but they were reſolved (as it was their Duty) 
to oppoſe Vice in all Shapes; and to fulfil not on- 
ly one Point, but the Whole of the Law, not- 
withſtanding any ill Treatment they might meet 
withal. Let ſuch then (and too too many ſuch 
there are) who are of this Laodicean Temper re- 
member, when they ſee Religion lie a bleeding, 


Holineſs of Life become a By- word, the a 
rs 


E41 
ſors of Chriſtianity reproach d, and Men, Main- 
tainers of damnable Hereſies, favour'd, and the 
Truth with-held in Unrighteouſneſs: Let ſuch, 
I fay, remember what our Saviour declares of 1 
Mark viii. 38. thoſe as ſhall be aſhamed to confeſs him, and his I 
Words, im a ſhameful and an adulterous Generation : 
That of ſuch will he be aſhamed, when he cometh 
in the Glory of his Father. 


Ai 
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Nor is the Political Profeſſor more to be re- 
garded; ſuch a one ſhews himſelf but in Half- 
Lights, never unveils, but where he is ſure of 
Countenance and Protection ; he is ever fix'd on 
this Point, never to do or fay any thing which 
may blaſt his Hopes, or prejudice him in the 
Expectations of his worldly Views. Such a Per- 
ſon makes the beſt Uſe of his Religion that he 
can, i. e. he moulds and tempers it ſo as may beſt 
ſerve his Secular Purpoſes. What Regard ſuch a one 
claims, I ſhall not take upon me to determine. 


And under tais Head I can't paſs by unobſerved, 
that Negative Power, ſo much gloried in by ſome 
of boaſted Zeal for Liberty and Property : Was 
this Power lodged in any other Hands than it is, 
I believe the ſevere Names of Perſecution, Tyran- 
ny, Oppreſſion, ec. would be too mild Appel- 
lations for it; and however uſeful in its Inſtitu- 
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tion, was it to fall into the Hands of crafty, ill- 
deſigning, violent Party-Men; I need not men- 
tion how fatal it muſt be in its Conſequences. A 
perfect Stagnation muſt be in all Buſineſs which 
reliſhes not with their diſtemper'd Brains; and all 
Truths, however ſeaſonable or neceſſary to be 
known (had this Principle the full Power they 
would give it) be buried in Oblivion : An Arti- 
fice, which could it prevail in general, there needs 
not much Foreſight to fee through it. By this 
means they might eaſily impoſe their own No- 
tions on the World (how bad ſoever) and without 
much Difficulty break through the Ties of Socie- 
ty, and overturn the Principles of Religion and 
Conſcience. Theſe are the Evils we have Reaſon 
to complain of; theſe the Difficulties we have to 
ſtruggle wich: But great as they are, I hope in 
God, there will ſtill be found amongſt us, thoſe 
who have Sagacity enough to detect them, and 
Courage to defend the Truth; who will reſolutely 
poo what it is their Duty to maintain; not to be 
ed aſide by empty Sounds, nor be beguiled witch 
the Views of Temporal Intereſt, but remain ſteady 
in their Principles, and uniform in their Practices, 
looking forward to that bleſſed Recompence of Re- 
ward, which far over - balances all Earthly Enjoy- 
ments, viz. the Love of God and everlaſting Life. 


To 
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To conclude then, do we believe the Threar- 
nings of God ? Know we the Terrors of the Lord? 
Let us in our reſpective Stations bravely maintain 
the Truth, boldly rebuke Vice, and be content 
(ifit be our Lot) patiently to ſuffer for the Truth's 
fake; never doing any thing for Fear or Favour, 
worldly Hopes, or Vain-Glory, unworthy our 
Chriſtian Profeſſion ; and where-ever upon Re- 
flexion we find we have done wrong, let us 
ſpeedily break off our Sins, and return to our 
Duty: And then, and not elſe may we hope that 
theſe our ſolemn Aſſemblings together may be for 
our Good, and that God will hear our Prayers, 
and turn away his Anger from us, that we be not 
utterly deſtroy'd. To this end, ler us beg of God, 
that he would make us truly wiſe, that we may 
know and conſider thoſe things which belong to 
our Peace, ere they be hid from our Eyes; that 
we may turn to him that ſmiteth us, in true Re- 
pentance and Reformation of Life. And if we 
thus mourn, we may expect to be comforted; if 
we thus faſt, to be filled with Grace, Mercy and 
Favour here, and with everlaſting Glory hereaf- 
ter. Let us then be ffedfaſt, unmoveable, always 
 abounding in the Work of the Lord, foraſmuch as we 
know that our Labour aui in vain in the Lord. 


